ELENA – hello!

RE: 
Website Content for North West Citizenship / Take Part Network

This information is to be linked to the CAEC webpage, just as the GAP Unit is.

Any instructions or information for you is highlighted in this blue colour.  Speak to you on Friday! 

CAROL – Anything I need you to check or add to I have highlighted in orange. 

Homepage http://www.ioe.mmu.ac.uk/caec/NWCTPN
North West Citizenship / Take Part Network

The North West Citizenship / Take Part Network was launched in November 2006.  

It is a Network of organisations, facilitators, participants and citizens focused on developing, supporting and delivering active learning opportunities for active citizenship.  

It has grown from the Greater Manchester Active Learning for Active Citizenship Hub.  

When the Home Office pilot Active Learning for Active Citizenship came to an end the Hubs involved with the pilot, including the Greater Manchester Hub were charged with becoming regional networks.  Active Learning for Active Citizenship was renamed Take Part and a National Network was established.    
There are many central government initiatives which call on citizens to engage with their local authorities, PCTs and other public agencies on the design and delivery of services.  For this active involvement to be fully effective and rewarding citizens need skills and knowledge.  The North West Citizenship / Take Part Network responds to the need for active learning for citizens from all aspects of society to be able to fully engage in shaping and influencing public authorities’ services collectively; whether by engaging in public agencies activities or by creating their own spaces to shape and influence.
Where we are based
The Network is based at the Didsbury campus of the Manchester Metropolitan University.  However, the focus of the Network is across the North West and projects are delivered with partners in communities across the North West.
How is it done?
The Network works in partnership with other organisations.  Community based partners will have longer term contact with a group and provide continuity after the involvement of the trainers from the Network.  All those involved are encouraged to become part of the Network and benefit from being part of a regional body linked into a national Network.

Each piece of work happens through three phases.

Phase 1. 

Identifying community partners and participants OR Community partners and participants contacting us.  Community partners will engage a group of participants.  Through a participative process with the trainer, partner and group, a suitable time, venue, length of sessions, frequency of sessions, involvement of partner agency, and tailored content is agreed.  

Phase 2.

The course is delivered.  This is participative and interactive where participants learn by doing. 

Phase 3. 

Action.  Throughout the course the idea of a collective action is considered.  This is response to what is being learnt or found out shapes the action which attempts to create positive change.  This change may be on a local community level, with service providers or with national decision makers.

Who does it?

The Network has a coordinator.  The Coordinator facilitates the Network, supports a pool of trainers, identifies and develops partnerships, applies for funding, and disseminates information and the work of the Network.

The Network has a pool of trainers who work with community partners and groups of participants to deliver active learning for active citizenship opportunities.
Network members input into the direction of the work through quarterly meetings.
The Coordinator is part of a team within the Community Audit and Evaluation Centre.
What do we offer?

We provide the following:
· Support to others delivering active learning for active citizenship learning

· Opportunity to be part of a North West Citizenship Network which meets quarterly, shares good practices, discusses new initiatives and strategies, and identifies partnerships working and funding opportunities.
· Accredited MMU courses, certificates for participation or attendance, and the opportunity to use the credits from the module when registered on a relevant MMU course.  

· Information bulletins

· Opportunities to work in partnership.

Courses we offer
There a several modules which have been accredited through MMU which we deliver in the community.  These are:
· Training for Trainers: Community Education for Social Change.  Level 3, 10 credit module.  The course is interactive and based on Popular Education developed in the South.  The Take Part Learning Framework is based on these principles.

· Community Based Active Learning.  Level 1&2, 10 credit module.  This course is also called a School of Participation, as similar to the Training for Trainers course, is built on principles developed in the South, particularly the work of Paulo Friere.  The course is delivered with a group of participants who have come together over a specific issue.  The module includes an action element where the participants take some collective action regarding their issues.  
· Conflict Resolution: Theory and Practice.  Level 2 & 3, 10 credit module.

The course aims to introduce students to conflict resolution/management techniques and a range of practical skills that will act as a framework for understanding, resolving, managing and ultimately preventing violence and conflict escalation in a range of settings, both with team members and ‘client’ groups.  This will be explored through the academic framework of Humanist Psychology focusing on theory and practice of conflict management.
· Community Audit and Evaluation. Not sure of levels or credits because can not find module outline.
Community Based Audits and Evaluations is a useful tool and educational process which enables community members to strengthen their knowledge, understanding and ability to effect change in their own lives, those of their communities and policy more generally. Community auditing and the finding of local solutions for local issues means that there is a greater potential for effective and sustainable strategies to be implemented.

Why are we doing it this way?

The Network is working in this way because through experience it has proved to work.  See publications and case studies of previous work.  It is based on the premise that active citizenship can only be achieved when citizens learn through doing, for example through participation.

The work is in line with the Governments emphasis on community empowerment and involvement in identifying local needs and developing local plans.
Objectives

The objectives of the Network are:
· To disseminate this method and way of working including the Take Part Learning Framework.

· To support others in the delivery of active learning for active citizenship learning opportunities.

· To deliver active learning for active citizenship learning opportunities, through existing MMU modules and seeking to develop new modules in response to identified need.

· To work in partnership with community base organisations.

· To widen the partnership across the North West.

· To link people into their local educational institutions and MMU; to promote the opportunities for progression.

· To link people into something wider than their local community through the regional Network, and also through the National Take part Network.
Pages off the NWCTPN home page – in the index on the left hand column of options.
North West Citizenship / Take Part Network meetings.

The Network meetings are for anyone in the North West involved in active citizenship.  If you are an active citizen, deliver citizenship training, work with active citizens, or anything else then you would be welcome.  It is a Network of organisations, facilitators, participants and citizens focused on developing, supporting and delivering active learning opportunities for active citizenship.  

The meetings are quarterly.  If there is no information here regarding the date of the next meeting please contact nwcitizenship@mmu.ac.uk or 0161 247 2114

Please can there be links from this page to the attached 
· 4oct07 Action points
· PP for 14th March

· Themes for the North West Take Part Flip Chart 14march07

· What we can offer flip chart 14march07

· Why we are here flip chart 14march07

· List of People 14march07

Publications 
One of our objectives is to disseminate this method and way of working including the Take Part Learning Framework.  To do this we produce reports which share good practice and ideas.  If you are interested in having copies of publication contact nwcitizenship@mmu.ac.uk or 0161 247 2114 for more information.

I need to find the publications and email these over to you.
(TfT pilot report, evaluation.  Flyer. Learning Framework)
Contact details 
Coordinator: 

email: nwcitizenship@mmu.ac.uk

Tel: 0161 247 2152 / 2114

Administration and Finance: Tanja Loncar

email: caec@mmu.ac.uk

Tel: 0161 247 2114

Manchester Metropolitan University

799 Wilmslow Road

Didsbury

Manchester

M20 2RR

Web site: www.ioe.mmu.ac.uk/caec/nwctpn
ALAC history – link to previous content
The content at www.ioe.mmu.ac.uk/caec/alac.php could do with going here instead if that is possible.
Links 
North West Citizenship / Take Part Network works with many different partners and is funded through other partners.  Please find links to below to some of our partners.

· National Take Part Network http://www.takepart.org/
· North West Together We Can you already have a link to this from main CAEC home page but please include it here as they fund us! http://www.twc-northwest.org/

· Gender and Participation Unit http://www.ioe.mmu.ac.uk/caec/gap_unit/index.php 

· Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance http://www.gmsa.ac.uk/

· Community Development Challenge Report http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/communitydevelopment
· An Action Plan for Community Empowerment: Building of Success (DCLG & LGA) http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/communityempowermentactionplan

Projects
The Network is currently funded through two streams, one is the North West Together We Can Partnership and the second is Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance.
North West Together We Can Partnership is funding three areas of work; delivery of two Training for Trainers courses, the support and development of active citizenship learning opportunities (using the Take Part approach), including the delivery of courses across the North West, and coordination of the Network. 

Training for Trainers

Autumn 2007 Course

The 20 hours MMU accredited module was delivered at the Didsbury campus across 8 sessions during October and November.  Ten people received certificates and two other people attended some sessions but did not complete the course. 

Winter 2008 Course

This course is being delivered in Preston at the Gujarat Hindu Society venue, on Tuesdays 22nd Jan, 5th, 12th & 19th February.  If you are interested in this course please contact nwcitizenship@mmu.ac.uk or 0161 247 2152/2114
The delivery of active citizenship active learning training across the North West

1. Community Audit and Evaluation with a BME group in East Manchester.  East Manchester Community Network is the community partner. Dec – Jan.

2. Phase two of a School of Participation (Community Based Active Learning Module) at Wilson Carlile Hostel.  Community Pride is the community partner.  This is a continuation of a School of Participation which is was funded by NWIN through the PB funding exercise at NWTWC launch. Jan – March.

3. Community Based Active Learning Module through a Change Makers: Community Leadership Course.  This is delivered by Manchester Refugee and Support Network (MRSN)and Church Action on Poverty; partners we have worked with previously.  January 2008 (tbc). 

Potential courses with the following partners; awaiting further detail and confirmation

4. Discussing possible courses with MRSN this week.

5. Waiting to hear back from Groundwork Manchester Salford & Trafford.

6. Meeting with Community Development worker at Imperial War Museum North

7. Disabled People for Learning in Rochdale

8. Link with Cumbria CVS and University of Cumbria

Workshop

Instead of just delivering courses those at the October NWCTP Network meeting felt that a workshop day would be beneficial for active citizens.  It would increase their knowledge and skills as active citizens and would introduce them to the Network and learning opportunities available.

A workshop day is being considered for February.  Potential trainers are being sounded out and a list of possible topics of the day explored – let us know your thoughts.  

Coordination of the Network

· Website development is still being worked on, with the hope of content being complete by end of December 07.

· The Network has been represented at National Take Part Network meetings, and regional events.

· New partners are being identified and partnerships built – this includes expanding our links across the North West.

· A pool of trainers to deliver the courses is being drawn together.

· Work will be undertaken in the New Year on drawing together a pool of resources. 

· Evaluation and reporting will be carried out for each element of delivery work.
Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance is funding the First Steps Pilot project.  

This is a pilot project to develop the delivery of community based active learning modules across Greater Manchester.  MMU is keen to develop both suitable modules and relationships with other delivery partners to increase community members’ access to community based active learning.  The modules allow community members engaged in community activity and regeneration to build on their knowledge and experience through a flexible space; unleashing untapped potential.  Learners have the opportunity for personal development through the course, which may lead to greater employment opportunities, increased citizenship activity, and progression to other FE and HE courses.       

Existing or new modules which can be delivered in community settings and which have currency for credits inter-institution will be identified.  The pilot allows MMU to work with a range of potential partners to explore the potential of this type of delivery, accreditation options, possible progression routes and possible flexible courses.  The pilot will include the delivery of two modules with partner institutions to evaluate the effectiveness of the approach across a range of sector institutions; with delivery partners working together sharing skills, resources and experience, to deliver the modules in community settings in locations close to and with strong links to the local educational institution.    
The pilot runs from September 2007 to August 2008.

Funding 
The Network is currently funded through two streams, one is the North West Together We Can Partnership and the second is Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance.

Please see links from our links page. 
Principles 
CAROL
Outcomes
CAROL
Members
Seminars

