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North West Citizenship / Take Part Network

12.30 – 3pm 4th October 2007 
Present:
Dave Eatock (Warrington MBC), Amanda Bikerton (Volunteering Salford Uni), Scot Merrifield (Stockport Training & Resource Centre), Carolina Oteyza (GAP Unit), Sophie King (MRSN), Carol Packham (MMU), Di McIntyre (MMU).

Apologies:
Nicole Joseph, James Meehan, Mohammed Malik (Bolton Council), Nigar Sadique (South Manchester Healthy Living Network), Hazel Catt (RENEW), Andrea Rannard (Volunteering Uni of Manchester), Fatima Leyva, Julie Wolstenholme (ReSolutions First), Elaine Bennett (WEA), Mike & Bernadette (Proud City), Cat Settle (LSC), Janet Batsleer (MMU), Beverly Williams (Steve Biko Housing Association).

Action Points

Training

	Decision / Action / Comments
	Person

	1. Volunteers at the Green Project at Salford could use Community Based Active Learning module.


	Di & Amanda

	2. More Partnership working.


Different types of courses are needed to cover a broad reach.  Best delivered by a variety to enable different accreditation and progression.  Stockport Training & Resource Centre is looking at accreditation and progression, and a new course Equality and Diversity.  They are working in partnership and developing new stuff.


	Scott

	3. A workshop day.


A day of workshops responding to the need of new and different initiatives and demands.  Covering; themes, models, partnerships, political awareness training, practical, public/private, context of work, time management, chairing meetings, communication, look at good 
practice.  Mix between practical and theoretical/strategic. 

What types of training are people interested in or require for working in the community?  Learners and communities inform course provision.    

A workshop day would also build the network; sharing good practice and invite local people. Come because of particular interest.

	Di & Carol

	4. Important that learning is accredited and there are progression routes; retention of volunteers, demands on peoples time, pressures.  

Provide built in benefit to participating.
	


Networking

	Decision / Action / Comments
	Person

	5. Hub for facilitators and Participants – learn from talking to each other.  Focus of network to share good practice, exchanging good practice, share information and hear what others do.  Act as a bridge to spread information.

	Di

	6. Network meetings migrate around NW for access.

Each partner underwrites the meeting

	All

	7. Thematic network groups – disability, migrants.  Clusters at local level – but link into overall for issues like accreditation, and for courses where there is not enough interest locally. Quarterly meetings

What structure do we want?  Network open meetings, core group.

	Di & all

	8. Explore different ways of communicating rather than meetings.

Uses of technology – portable web authority tool (XHTML) free software.  Upload stuff when online uploaded.  Social networking site base.


Share information on what people are willing to offer on website.  Profiles, share contact for support.


Online community – annual get together.  Get additional funding for this.


Web based database – front end inquiry put data in database.

2 Different elements

· Meeting for facilitators – group email, chat room, thread, better for occasional access.

· Meeting for participants – group email, as above.


Assessing reports and evaluations.  Online evaluations link.


Not just email based communication. Web based – not best for everyone.

	Di & information from others!

	9. More regular email on individual interesting topics, events.


	Di

	10. Contact VSNW or CNW to contact all umbrella groups.


	Di

	11. Partnership development – Hazel Catt – go to other network meetings.


	?

	12. Could do with a Map for the NW of all the different networks and groups etc.


	


Other information

Community Empowerment Partnerships – Regional bit of National Empowerment Partnership.  In the North West it is called North West Together We Can.
Sophie King from Manchester Refugee Support Network explained a little about Broad Based Organising process and training.  
Communities North West Regional Conference 9th Nov www.communitynw.org.uk
Next meeting:  Venue – Preston tbc.  January 2008. (Use same venue for TfT and link).
